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Foreword 

rice support for farmers has been an important instrument of 
agricultural development and food policy since the mid-1960s. In 

view of the distorted and unregulated market conditions prevailing for 
agricultural produces in India, support prices are very imperative for 
farmers to get assured income from their crop cultivation. The 
agricultural price policy is aimed at intervening in agricultural produce 
markets to influence the level of fluctuations in prices and the price-
spread from farm gate to the retail level. The Minimum Price Support 
Policy (MSP) linked to procurement has served the country well in the 
past six decades. However, in recent years it has started encountering 
problems mainly because of surpluses of several agricultural commodities 
and excessive built up of stocks with FCI. Agricultural price policy has 
come under serious attack in recent years for recommending higher 
support prices than warranted by the costs of production (CoP) and 
supposed distortion of the market, leading to food deprivation. The 
Central agency often incurs loss in their operation of PSS and MIS and 
the amount of expenditure incurred in the above schemes suggest that 
Union and State Government spend considerable amount of public 
money in undertaking the above scheme. The wide gap between price 
received by producer and price paid by consumer of commodity is 
another important concern of marketing of agriculture commodities in 
the country.  

Currently, procurement prices/MSPs, buffer stocks, and PDS are three 
tools used to maintain food security and price policy. The main challenge 
of the policy has always been to reconcile the conflicting price interests of 
farmers and consumers. The interest of producers and consumers were 
addressed by providing subsidies on food items and farm inputs. This has 
brought back into focus the critical issues of price volatility in agricultural 
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commodities, agricultural market structures and market efficiency. In 
view of the existing conditions, vital steps need to be taken to ensure that 
the farmers get higher realization without putting additional burden on 
consumers. In this context, I am pleased to note that Agro-Economic 
Research Centre of Sardar Patel University, Vallabh Vidyanagar and 
National Council for Climate Change, Sustainable Development & 
Public Leadership, Ahmedabad have initiated the academic discussions by 
organizing the two national seminars/interaction meets by inviting the 
related policy makers, academicians, stakeholders to contribute their 
evidence based experiences and research for better policy formulation on 
market strategy for MSP Crops. This book is an outcome of these two 
interactions meetings.  

I congratulate both the editors of book, Dr. Kirit Shelat (NCCSD, 
Ahmedabad), and Dr Shrikant Kalamkar (Agro-Economic Research 
Centre, SPU, VVN) for publishing this valuable book. 

January 22, 2026. 
 

(Dr. Mahesh Pathak) 



Prof. (Dr.) Niranjan Patel

 

Vice Chancellor, 
Sardar Patel University, 

Vallabh Vidyanagar 388120, 
Anand, Gujarat 

 January 22, 2026 

Message 

ndia bases its agricultural policy on Minimum Support Price (MSP) to 
offer financial stability to farmers across the nation. The MSP is the 

minimum price set by the government to ensure farmers receive fair value 
for their crops, even when market prices fall. The policy protects farmers 
from making desperate sales and enables them to regain their production 
investment. This concept was introduced in 1966–67 during the Green 
Revolution as part of agricultural reforms. MSP serves as a safety measure 
taken by the union government to protect farmers from financial losses 
and maintain food security. MSP amounts that the government 
purchases from farmers are processed through the Food Corporation of 
India (FCI) agencies for stock maintenance and nutrition purposes. 
Furthermore, the government policy motivates farmers to plant 
important crops and maintain food supply chains while promoting rural 
economic development. The government establishes MSP levels each year 
before the sowing season. It is done through recommendations by the 
Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP). Of the 
23 commodities under consideration, the MSP applies to cereal crops, 
pulses, and oilseeds alongside selected commercial crops. 

Agro-Economic Research Centre (AERC) of our University and National 
Council for Climate Change Sustainable Development & Public 
Leadership (NCCSD), Ahmedabad has jointly organized two seminars on 
this important topic of livelihood of not only farmers but also consumers. 
In fact, AERC since its inception has been working and significantly 
contributed in policy formulation related agriculture and rural 
development. NCCSD is known for its think tank output. I must 
compliment both these Institutions, viz. AERC and NCCSD for this 
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About Book/Summary 
Minimum Support Price: How Can We Solve This? 

by 

Kirit N. Shelat and Shrikant S. Kalamkar 

Introduction 
s we all are aware, agricultural price policy has been largely successful 
in providing reasonable level of margins over the total costs to farmers 

for major cereals like rice and wheat, followed by pulses. It seems to have 
also encouraged farmers’ investment in yield – enhancing technology to 
increase production and enable sufficient procurement for buffer stocks. 
The major underlying objective of the price policy in India is to protect 
both producers and consumers. 

India now ranks first in the world in the production of pulses and milk, 
second in wheat, rice, groundnut, sugarcane, cotton and fruits-vegetables 
and fish, and third in production of total cereals, rapeseed, tea and eggs. 
This increased production has brought in its wake new challenges to 
handle in terms of a huge marketable surplus. Marketing of agricultural 
produce serves as a link between the farm sector on the one hand and other 
sectors on the other hand. The current structure of agriculture produce 
marketing in India consists of a mix of public and private sectors. Barring 
direct intervention by the government in some commodities, marketing 
in most others is dominated by the private sector.  

Indian agriculture has become increasingly market-oriented and 
commercialized. But high price variability in the case of primary products 
is major concern. it affects both producers as well as consumers through a 
spill-over effect to the other sectors. This has brought back into focus the 
critical issues of price volatility in agricultural commodities, agricultural 
market structures and market efficiency. In view of the existing conditions, 
vital steps need to be taken to ensure that the farmers get higher realization 
without putting additional burden on consumers. 

These two meets (May 21, 2024 and November 28, 2024) deliberated on 
issues related marketing of agriculture produce and find some solution or 
way out so that farmers should get remunerative prices for their crop 

A



xxiv Minimum Support Price: How Can We Solve This? 

produce. The final papers come out form the eminent expert in these 
meets are briefly summarized here. 

Kirit Shelat and Shrikant Kalamkar in their article on ‘Future 
Agriculture – Market for Crops under MSP’ highlighted the role of MSP 
so far played in protecting farmers from price fluctuations and to select 
crops as it is pre-declared by the Government. This is one of the key 
factors for sustaining Indian agriculture. This is a threshold mechanism to 
protect farmers against Market vagaries. Farmers are very vigilant about 
this support. Some want it as statutory. Despite MSP and APMC, small 
farmers sell at Village level to intermediary – traders/rich farmers because 
they don't have adequate quantity or are indebted. They end up losing  
20 to 25 percent. There is a huge disparity between price at Village level 
to consumer level and that increases with distance. Traders are key 
players. They control APMC Auction price. All these create discontent 
and periodic agitation. We need to examine what makes crops marketable 
to fetch decent price. There are crops like Groundnut – oil prices go up 
every year but farmers do not get fair prices and prefer MSP. 

Dileep Sanghani in his article on ‘Thinking beyond MSP: cooperative 
commodity zones, mini-mandi model, and digital innovations’ noted that 
Minimum Support Price (MSP) has played a crucial role in India’s 
agricultural system, but it is now time to think beyond MSP and develop 
a more inclusive and efficient agricultural market system. The adoption 
of Cooperative Commodity Zones, transforming, Primary Agricultural 
Credit Societies (PACS) into Mini-Mandis, and leveraging digital 
technologies such as Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Blockchain for smart 
warehouse management are essential steps that can drive India’s 
agricultural self-reliance 

While Meenesh Shah in his article ‘Future Agriculture: MSP and the 
Way Forward’ stated that future of Indian agriculture depends on 
maintaining a delicate balance between farmer welfare and environmental 
sustainability. Agricultural farmers need to be incentivised differently to 
adopt diversified cropping system rather than mono-cropping which are 
highly input intensive. Minimum support price could really be an 
incentive for crops crucial for nutritional security such as millets, pulses 
and oilseeds. Encouraging involvement of private sector through 
incentivisation could create efficient value chain for agricultural products. 
While MSP has been a cornerstone of agricultural policy, its current 
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structure necessitates a shift towards more inclusive and environmentally 
conscious strategies. Actual role of minimum support price could be 
when market prices fall below a certain level due to excess production, 
oversupply or price decrease due to some other external factors. The 
lessons from the dairy sector provides valuable models for building 
resilient and diversified agricultural systems. Aligning MSP policies with 
environmental goals, regional equity and technological innovations can 
pave the way for a sustainable agricultural framework that ensures 
prosperity for farmers, preserves natural resources and strengthens food 
security for future generations. 

C.K. Timbadia and A.A. Bhimani in their article on ‘From Price 
Support to Market Access: A New Era in Agricultural Marketing’ noted 
that a multifaceted strategy is needed to move agriculture past the 
Minimum Support Price (MSP), which includes bolstering market 
processes, boosting crop diversification, improving infrastructure, and 
enlisting the private sector. To further enhance the market reach of 
natural farming, digital platforms and e-commerce solutions are proving 
increasingly effective. Profitability can be increased and market risks can 
be decreased by diversifying into a larger range of crops, including high-
value crops, rather than depending solely on a small number of MSP 
crops. Allowing private buyers to buy directly from farmers can enhance 
price discovery and lessen reliance on government procurement; requiring 
private buyers to buy crops at or above MSP can guarantee fair prices for 
farmers and lessen their reliance on government procurement; and 
building a network of agro-and agri-input industries can produce high-
quality, standardized agricultural products that can be sold to 
international markets while also creating jobs locally. By putting these 
tactics into practice, India can overcome the shortcomings of the current 
MSP system and build a more robust and efficient agricultural sector that 
offers farmers improved income prospects, risk management, and price 
discovery. 

A.R. Pathak in his article on ‘Minimum Support Price – Farmers Issues 
& Ways’ mentioned that MSP has been significant policy tool in Indian 
Agriculture landscape but alone MSP cannot address the multi-faceted 
challenges faced by Indian farmer. For achieving better price by farmers, 
reducing the cost of production and increasing productivity are important. 
Establishment of FPO and value addition as well as quality produces are 
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more important. Enhancing market access is very crucial. A more holistic 
approach focused on improving productivity, reducing cost of production, 
enhancing market access, promoting diversification, market demand 
produce, chemical free produce are very much required for better price 
realization. The administrative issues like fragmented land holding and 
limited knowledge of newer technology needs to be addressed properly 

Paper by V.V. Sadamate on ‘Innovations and Reforms for Transformative 
Market Led Agricultural Extension Strategies: Policy Implications and a 
Way Forward’ highlighted that agricultural extension services both public 
and private have contributed significantly in the performance of this 
sector, though, its impact varied from state to state. Hence, there is an 
urgent need to look into the architecture and delivery models for 
supporting the performance of the sector in the present and future 
context enabling the extension services to respond to the extension needs 
of the farmers and stakeholders. On promotion of the digital enablers the 
farmer empowered groups can play an important role whereby aggregated 
production and marketing operations are encouraged for better 
technology application on one hand and better price discovery on other. 

Suresh Acharya in his paper on ‘Beyond MSP: Market Strategy for 
Agriculture’ highlighted that farmers encounter major challenges in 
marketing their produce, impacting their profitability and farm income. 
Though planned at the national level, the benefits of MSP have remained 
confined only to few areas and crops. Therefore, it needs complete 
revamping and gradual scaling down to only to projects of national 
significance like National Food Security Mission and maintaining 
national buffer stocks of food grains. He concluded that MSP regime has 
served its purpose and should be gradually phased out, limiting 
procurement to food grains required for the NFSM and buffer stock 
maintenance. Ensuring the effective marketing of agricultural commodities 
is crucial for improving farmers' livelihoods and strengthening food 
security. Addressing the numerous challenges faced by farmers requires 
targeted interventions to create a more equitable and efficient agricultural 
market landscape 

Srinivas Sajja and Avinash K. Ghule in their paper on ‘Importance of 
policy instruments and alternative strategies for agricultural market 
sustainability’ noted that agriculture in India is undergoing a 
transformation driven by technological advancements in market access 
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and price discovery mechanisms. While policy instruments have played a 
crucial role in ensuring price security for select crops, there is a growing 
need for diversified, market-driven approaches to ensure sustainable 
farmer incomes. Digital platforms such as NCDFI eMarket have emerged 
as powerful tools that enable direct marketing, efficient price discovery, 
and seamless trade. This paper explores how evolving marketing options 
are strengthening agricultural trade via NCDFI eMarket. The paper 
highlights how farmer participation through Farmer Producer 
Organisations (FPOs) enhances price realisation and strengthens forward 
and backward linkages in the agricultural value chain.  

K.R. Ashok in his paper on ‘Marketing Reforms for Sustainable 
Agriculture’ noted that as India enters Amrit Kaal and works toward a 
Viksit Bharat, agricultural priorities are evolving significantly and at rapid 
pace. The Nation has moved far from the ‘PL-480 days’ by increasing the 
food grain production nearly 6 times since independence as compared to 
the 4 times increase in population. While agriculture’s share in India’s 
economy has progressively declined to less than 15% due to the high 
growth rates of the industrial and services sectors, the sector’s importance 
in India’s economic and social fabric goes well beyond this indicator. 
Agricultural marketing is crucial for India’s next stage of agricultural 
development. Government Procurement based on minimum support 
price is one of the important components in agricultural marketing in 
India. The Minimum Support Price (MSP) system, while essential for 
safeguarding farmers against price volatility, is often criticized as 
unsustainable in the long run due to several economic, environmental, 
and structural challenges. To address these challenges, a transition to 
sustainable agricultural policies is necessary including market reforms. 
While MSP has been instrumental in supporting farmers historically, its 
long-term sustainability requires structural reforms to create a more 
market-driven, diversified, and resilient agricultural economy. 

Paper by Anugu Arun Reddy and A. Amarender Reddy on ‘Fiscal 
burden of Minimum Support Price (MSP) under different scenarios in 
India’ highlighted mentioned that for policymakers in India, price-based 
agricultural support remains central to farm income stabilisation and 
food security. However, it is important to recognise that the current 
MSP–procurement–PDS architecture is not primarily a farmer subsidy 
system, but a consumer subsidy system. Under the National Food Security 
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Act, food grains—predominantly rice and wheat—are issued at highly 
subsidised prices (around ₹ 2–3 per kg). Consequently, the food subsidy 
bill largely reflects the cost of delivering cheap food to consumers, not 
excess price support to farmers. In fact, in the prevailing global market 
context, international prices of rice and wheat are broadly in line with 
India’s MSP levels. This implies that MSP procurement today functions 
mainly as a price assurance mechanism, not as a price subsidy to farmers. 
Farmers are not receiving prices significantly above market-clearing levels; 
instead, the implicit subsidy is realised downstream by consumers through 
low issue prices. Expanding physical procurement under MSP to all 
notified crops, therefore, risks misdiagnosing a consumer welfare 
instrument as a farmer income policy, with serious fiscal and administrative 
consequences. Against this background, proposals to extend assured 
physical procurement to all MSP crops raise concerns about fiscal 
sustainability, administrative feasibility, and market distortion. To inform 
this debate, the fiscal implications of alternative MSP implementation 
pathways are modelled using crop-wise production, MSP, and modal 
wholesale price data for the 2024–25 marketing year. Three policy 
scenarios are examined. The results show that partial physical procurement 
would require gross farmer payouts of ₹ 3.70 lakh crore (1.12% of GDP). 
After accounting for disposal revenues, the net fiscal burden ranges from 
₹ 3,731 crore to ₹ 22,240 crore, equivalent to 0.011–0.067% of GDP. 
While this net burden may appear modest, it masks substantial hidden 
costs related to storage, handling, transport, and inventory management, 
as well as the risks of excess stock accumulation. The hybrid model delivers 
comparable income support to farmers while significantly reducing storage, 
handling, and logistics requirements. By limiting procurement to essential 
food security needs and compensating price shortfalls through PDP, this 
approach aligns farmer support more closely with income objectives rather 
than stock accumulation. A universal PDP system entails a marginally 
higher fiscal outlay (but with more coverage both interms of crops and 
price shortfall) but eliminates inventory-related inefficiencies and 
administrative complexity associated with large-scale procurement. Even 
universal Price Deficiency Payment (40% paddy and wheat procured 
along with 100% of other MSP crops output covered with PDP) also 
require a maximum of ₹ 1.14 lack crore towards expenses, which is very 
modest. A gradual transition is critical. MSP-based procurement is deeply 
embedded in India’s political economy and farmer expectations, 
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particularly in surplus-producing states. Abrupt withdrawal would 
undermine policy credibility. Introducing PDP for other MSP crops 
alongside limited procurement (close-ended) of paddy ad wheat allows 
institutions to build capacity in price discovery, verification, and direct 
benefit transfers, while reassuring farmers that minimum price guarantees 
remain intact. Over time, such a calibrated shift would also bring greater 
policy clarity. Consumer subsidies for food security can continue to be 
addressed explicitly through the food subsidy budget, while farmer income 
support is delivered transparently through PDP, rather than indirectly 
through costly and distortionary procurement operations. In sum, under 
prevailing state capacity and political economy constraints, hybrid price 
support systems represent a pragmatic second-best reform pathway for 
India. The evidence suggests that maintaining minimum price assurance 
for farmers does not require expanding physical procurement. Instead, a 
gradual shift towards price deficiency payments can protect farmer 
incomes, reduce systemic inefficiencies, and better align India’s MSP 
regime with both domestic realities and international market conditions—
offering transferable lessons for other developing economies seeking to 
reform procurement-centric price support systems. 

Paper by Megha Desai on “Market Access for Small and Marginal 
Women Farmers of Gujarat- SEWA’s experiences” highlighted that with 
over 3.2 million women workers as its members and almost 50% of them 
small and marginal farmers, one of the challenges that SEWA faced is 
that why farmer families go hungry even after putting so much of toil in 
their fields? In rural areas, small and marginal farmers have a very small 
marketable surplus resorting to “Distress Sell” of their produce at the 
time of harvesting due to lack of access to markets and value addition and 
creation activities. In order to address these challenges. SEWA launched 
its own “Agriculture campaign” in 1995 with the objective to address the 
question “Why does the farmer remain hungry? SEWA’s approach has 
been to treat Farm as an enterprise and Farmer as Entrepreneur so that 
agriculture moves form subsistence to becoming viable and profitable. 

Shrikant S. Kalamkar in his paper on ‘Food Policy and Parastatals, 
Marketing Mechanism and Farmers’ Income in India: Status and 
Challenges’ reviews food policy and parastatals, various interventions, 
support provided, recent marketing reforms, and level of farmers’ income 
in India. As in India, governments have played a crucial role in shaping 
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policies in the agricultural sector all over the globe. In emerging nations, 
agriculture accounts for a significant share of all productive activities, and 
food has a dominant share in consumption expenditure. The different 
agricultural economic policies and interventions have been pursued by 
the government. However, despite interventions, the struggle of farmers 
continues, and farming is becoming an unremunerative activity. 

R.S. Pundir and Remalli Anthony in their paper ‘Minimum Support 
Price in India: Challenges and Alternative Policy Pathways noted that the 
Minimum Support Price (MSP) provides a safety net by guaranteeing 
minimum remunerative rates for 23 major crops, helping protect farmers 
from price volatility. However, its effectiveness is limited as high 
procurement remains largely confined to paddy and wheat, resulting in 
regional imbalances, ecological strain, and rising fiscal costs. This study 
examines the limitations of the MSP framework and explores alternative 
interventions such as direct benefit transfers, decentralized procurement, 
price deficiency payments, and market intelligence systems. A key focus is 
placed on the Anand Agricultural University’s Centre for Agricultural 
Market Intelligence (under NAHEP-CAAST), which leverages machine 
learning, AI, and satellite data to craft multivariate forecasting models 
and real-time advisories. The findings suggest that combining MSP with 
predictive, data-led strategies offers a more equitable, efficient, and 
sustainable agricultural support system. 

Shrikant Kalamkar and Hemant Sharma in their paper on ‘Agricultural 
Marketing Reforms in India noted that in recent years, the Union 
Government of India has initiated a number of reform measures related 
to agriculture marketing which are likely to have far reaching positive 
impact on farmers’ income. Many states carried out partial reforms only 
(2003), on a pick-and-choose basis, wide variation in adoption of content 
and coverage of reforms, thereby defeating the objective of creating a 
uniform trade environment across the country. However, in some states 
some alternative marketing systems (direct marketing, contract farming, 
private market, organised retail, producers’ organisation, cooperatives in 
marketing, food processing, etc.) have developed. Year 2007 witnessed 
circulation of model APMC rules across the states for implementation 
but there was wide variation in adoption of content and coverage of 
reforms. 
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 Session I: Opening Session
 Welcome and about the interaction meet/seminar by 

Prof. S. S. Kalamkar, Director, AERC, SPU, Vallabh Vidyanagar 
 About the theme by Dr. Kirit Shelat, IAS (Rtd), Former Principal 

Secretary, Govt of Gujarat & Executive Chairman, NCCSD, 
Ahmedabad 

 Address by Dr. Niranjan Patel, Vice Chancellor, Sardar Patel 
University, Vallabh Vidyanagar 

 Release of Book on “Water Security for Agriculture’’ & booklet 
on ‘Agriculture Schemes in Rajasthan’’’  

 Address by Dr. B.K. Singhal, Chief General Manager, 
NABARD, Ahmedabad, Gujarat 

 Address by Prof. Vijay Sharma, Chairman, Commission for 
Agricultural Costs and Prices, Ministry of Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare, Govt. of India  

Rapporteur:  Dr. Hemant Sharma, Asst. Prof. AERC, SPU, VVN 
Shri Manish Makwana, AERC, SPU, VVN 

Master of Ceremony: Ms. Nisha Shah, Chief Executive Officer, 
NCCSD 

11.15 am to 
12.30 pm 

 
(5-6 minutes 

for each 
speaker) 

 
 

: Session II: Roundtable Interaction—Policy Makers/
 Expert Observations 

 Dr. B.K. Singhal, Chief General Manager, NABARD, 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat 

 Dr. C.K. Timbadia, Vice Chancellor, Gujarat Natural Farming 
Science University, Halol, Dist. Panchmahal /Anand, Gujarat 

 Shri S.J. Solanki, Director, Directorate of Agriculture, 
Government of Gujarat, Gandhinagar, Gujarat 

 Dr. Umakant Dash, Director, Institute of Rural Management, 
Anand (IRMA), Gujarat. India 

 Dr. A.R. Pathak, Former Vice Chancellor, Junagadh Agricultural 
University, Junagadh 

 Dr. K.G. Mehta, Gujarat Association for Agricultural Sciences, 
Ahmedabad 

 Dr. Suresh Acharya, Former Director of Research, SDAU, SK 
Nagar & R&D Vertical, AGROCEL Industries Pvt. Ltd. Koday, 
Mandvi, Kachchh  

 Prof. R.S. Pundir, Director, International Institute of Agribusiness 
Management, Anand Agricultural University, Anand 

 Dr. K.C. Supekar, Former Managing Director, National 
Cooperative Dairy Federation of India (NCDFI), Anand 

 Shri Vallabh Vadiya and Mr. N.R. Zala, Shree Vivekanand 
Research and Training Institute (VRTI), Mandvi Kachchh 

 Prof. B. Swaminathan, Assistant Professor, Junagadh Agricultural 
University, Junagadh 
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Rapporteurs: Dr. Kalpana Kapadia, AERC, SPU, VVN 
 Ms. Aditee Sharma, AERC, SPU, VVN 

12.30 pm 
to 

1.30 pm 
 

(5-6 minutes 
for each 
speaker) 

: Session III: Farmers, NGOs, Collectives (FPOs) Observations 
 Ms. Megha Desai (Senior Coordinator) & Ms. Sunitaben 

(Rudi), Self Employed Women's Association (SEWA), 
Ahmedabad/Anand 

 Mr. Shivlal Bhai Kakadiya, Mansrover FPO, Lathi, Amreli 
 Mr. Hasmukhbhai Hapani, Liliya, Mota Amreli 
 Mr. Hemraj Bhai, Kalubhar FPO Umrala Bhavnagar 
 Smt. Kusum Rajgor, Vama FPC Limited, Amirgarh, 

Banaskantha/ Founder and Managing Trustee, Mamta Charitable 
Trust, Ahmedabad 

 Shri Jayesh Patanvadiya, Farm Pick Producer Company Limited, 
Vijay Bharti, Nandod, Narmada 

 Shri Kushikbhai Ramanbhai Patel, Director, Gauekta Agri 
Organic Producer Company Limited, Bharuch 

 Mr. Mahipat Sinh Gohil, Amar Krishi FPO Shihor, Bhavnagar 
 Mr. Sardarbhai and Ms. Jalpaben, ATAPI 
 Shri Sureshbhai S. Patel, Multi State Institute of Skill 

Development and Research, Gandhinagar  
Rapporteurs: Dr. Jaydeepsinh K. Chauhan, AERC, SPU, VVN 

  Dr. Deep Patel, AERC, SPU, VVN (Compile for 
Proceedings)  

1.30 pm to 
1.45 pm 

: Session IV: Concluding Session 
 Dr. B.K. Singhal, Chief General Manager, NABARD, 

Ahmedabad, Gujarat 
 Dr. Kirit Shelat, IAS (Rtd), Former Principal Secretary, 

Government of Gujarat & Executive Chairman, NCCSD, 
Ahmedabad 

 Prof. Vijay Sharma, Chairman, Commission for Agricultural Costs 
and Prices, Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Govt. 
of India  

01.45 pm : Vote of Thanks by Dr. Hemant Sharma, AERC, SPU, VVN 

01.47 pm : National Anthem

1.50 pm : Lunch at First Floor, Room No. 22
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Session I- Opening Session 

 Welcome and about the interaction meet/seminar by Prof. S.S. 
Kalamkar, Director, AERC, SPU, Vallabh Vidyanagar 

 About the theme by Dr. A.R. Pathak, Former VC, JAU & 
NAU. 

 Prof. Dr. Niranjan Patel, Vice Chancellor, SPU, Vallabh 
Vidyanagar 

 Address by Shri Parshottam Rupala, Member of Parliament 
(Lok Sabha) & Former Union Cabinet Minister of Fisheries, 
Animal Husbandry & Dairying, GoI 

 Shri Dileep Sanghani, Chairman, IFFCO & GUJCOMASOL 

Rapporteur: Dr. Hemant Sharma, Asst. Prof. AERC, SPU, VVN 

2.30 pm to
3.30 pm 

 
(5-6 minutes 

for each 
speaker) 

: Session II: Roundtable Interaction—Organised Marketing Models 

 Dr. (Ms) Neelam Patel, Senior Advisor (Ag), NITI Aayog, GoI, 
New Delhi  

 Shri Ashwin C. Shroff, Chairman, Excel Industries & 
Chairman, VRTI  

 Shri Srinivas Sajja, Managing Director, National Cooperative 
Milk Marketing Federation (NCDFI), Anand 

 Dr. Ashok Krishnan, Senior Consultant, IFPRI & Former 
Director. 

 Dr. Amrender Reddy, Joint Director – Policy Support Res. 
NIBSM, Raipur. 

Rapporteur: Shri Manish Makwana, AERC, SPU, VVN      

03.30 pm to 
4.30 pm 

 

: Session III- Views of Policy Makers

 Dr. Kirit Shelat, IAS (Rtd), Former Principal Secretary [Agri]. 
Govt of Gujarat & Executive Chairman – NCCSD. 

 Prof. Ramesh Chand, Hon. Member, NITI Aayog, 
Government of India  

 Dr. Meenesh C. Shah, Chairman, National Dairy 
Development Board (NDDB), Anand  

 Chief General Manager/General Manager, National Bank for 
Agriculture and Rural Development, Regional Office, 
Ahmedabad  

 Dr. Jyen Mehta, Managing Director, Gujarat Cooperative 
Milk Marketing Federation (GCMMF), Anand  

 Dr. C. Shambu Prasad, Professor, Strategic Management and 
Social Sciences, Institute of Rural Management, Anand  

Rapporteur: Dr. Kalpana Kapadia, AERC, SPU, VVN 
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04.30 pm to 
5.00 pm 

(5-6 minutes 
for each 
speaker) 

: Session IV- Farmers, NGOs, Collectives (FPOs) Observations 

 Shri Devesh Patel, Agripreneur, Satva Organic, Boriavi, Anand 
 Smt. Kusum Rajgor, Vama FPC Limited, Amirgarh, 

Banaskantha/Founder and Managing Trustee, Mamta 
Charitable Trust, Ahmedabad 

 Shri Jayesh Patanvadiya, Farm Pick Producer Company 
Limited, Vijay Bharti, Nandod, Narmada. 

 Summarising by Dr. V.V. Sadamate, Former Advisor— 
Planning Commission, Delhi. 

Rapporteur: Dr. Thansingh Parihar, AERC, SPU, VVN 

05.05 pm : Vote of Thanks by Dr. Hemant Sharma, AERC, SPU, VVN 

05.10 pm : National Anthem 
 
 
 




